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Launch of the #CitiesMustAct Campaign 

 
Aegean Islands, Greece, 13-04-2020, 13:00 (GMT) - This week, the campaign group Europe Must              
Act are launching a call out to cities and towns across Europe, urging mayors and councils to pledge                  
spaces for refugees currently stranded on the Greek Aegean Islands.  
 
In recent weeks, the spread of COVID-19 has sparked fears of an impending health catastrophe in the                 
overcrowded refugee hotspot camps in Greece. NGOs worry that ill-equipped local hospitals will be              
unable to deal with a widespread outbreak of the virus. 
 
The #CitiesMustAct campaign is calling on towns and cities across Europe to commit to the               
immediate resettlement of asylum seekers currently on the Aegean hotspots camps of Lesvos, Chios,              
Samos, Kos and Leros. This appeal follows the example Berlin set on 30th March, when the Mayor                 
and citizens pledged to take in 1,500 refugees from Greece.  
 
“If cities and towns across Europe make bold pledges to relocate refugees - like Berlin did last week”,                  
says Claire Low, Europe Must Act’s Glasgow coordinator, “we can send an overwhelming message of               
solidarity to national governments that there is support for immediate actions to protect lives in               
humane ways.” 
 
Last week, the EU Commission also announced its intention to relocate 1,600 unaccompanied minors,              
however, to date, none have been moved.  
 
“With this campaign”, says Jacob Warn from Europe Must Act in Greece, “we hope to receive pledges                 
for up to 40,000 spaces across Europe. We know that citizens across Europe support the urgent                
relocation of asylum seekers, and now we want to channel this message of European solidarity at such                 
a critical moment. We’re inviting local activists and national NGOs to get in touch with us to spread                  
this call to action as wide as possible.” 
 
Further comments available. 
 
Contact and Key Links 
Matthias Mertens, Campaign Communication Coordinator, Europe Must Act 
campaigns@europemustact.org | www.europemustact.org | +30 6944 205 278 
 

 
 

Europe Must Act is a campaign group run by a coalition of NGOs working on the Aegean Islands. Find out more here. 
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